
Rural Engagement Program
Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the new Rural Engagement Program?

The Rural Engagement Program is Council’s program to support rural landowners in Hume in managing rural land, 

agriculture and the environment. It is made up of a suite of sub-programs, including:

• Primary Producer Rate Rebate (PPRR)

• Rural Land Management Grant (RLMG)

• Conserving our Rural Environment (CoRE) Grant

• Weed Compliance Program

• Education and capacity building program for rural landowners

By offering financial incentives, education and capacity building, and compliance assistance the program aims to 

support landowners in managing their properties sustainably. This includes such things as controlling noxious weeds 

and pests, protecting and enhancing native vegetation and creeks and supporting agricultural land uses such as 

running a viable agribusiness or hobby-farm.

For an overview of the PPRR, RLMG and CoRE programs, including eligibility criteria, please read the:

• Primary Producer Rate Rebate Guidelines

• Rural Land Management Grant Guidelines

• Conserving our Rural Environment Grant Guidelines.

What is the new program replacing?

The program introduces several changes to the incentives and type of support Council previously offered rural 

landowners. This includes:

• Replacing the Agricultural Land Use Rebate 

(ALUR) with the PPRR

• Replacing the CoRE Small Grant of $300 

with the RLMG

• Retaining the CoRE Project Grant (grants 

up to $10,000) without change

• Introducing a new Weed  Compliance 

Program that enables Council to enforce 

the control of some noxious weeds within 

the municipality

• Enhancing the education and capacity 

building program that Council offers to 

landowners.



Why are the ALUR and CoRE Small Grant being replaced?

Council recently reviewed the incentive programs it offers to landowners to determine if they were still the best 

mechanisms to support sustainable land management and agriculture in Hume. The results of the review are 

summarised in the table below. 

Old Program New Program Reason for the change

Agricultural Land Use 
Rebate (ALUR)
(23% rate rebate)

Primary Producer Rate 
Rebate (PPRR)
($30% rate rebate)

Community feedback through the review suggested that the 
ALUR does not provide an adequate level of financial support to 
landowners who are using their property to farm and generate 
their primary income. The new PPRR was developed specifically to 
address this issue and supports primary producers who can show 
evidence that they are operating an agricultural business on their 
property. It increases the level of support to these landowners 
above what the ALUR provided.

CoRE Small Grant 
($300)

Rural Land Management 
Grant (RLMG)
($300 + $20 p/Ha)

The CoRE Small Grant provided $300 to any landowner who was 
not eligible for the ALUR to assist with their annual land manage-
ment costs. However, the amount was $300 regardless of prop-
erty size and the review found that this was inequitable as land 
management costs increase with increased property size. The new 
RLMG addresses this by providing the base $300 plus an addition-
al $20 per hectare of land owned.

What are the benefits of the new Rural Engagement Program to the rural community?

The new Rural Engagement Program aims to increase overall participation in land management, provide financial 

support to a larger proportion of rural landowners and a more equitable distribution of resources to the rural 

community. The program also aims to provide better information and education to landowners across a range of 

relevant land management topics. The new program improves on the old program by:

• Provide a more appropriate level of support to farmers in Hume through the Primary Producer Rebate.

• Provide a more equitable distribution of funding to support landowners through the Rural Land 

Management Grant, due to the addition of a per Hectare rate.

• Providing a higher number of landowners with financial assistance if they are managing their land 

sustainably.

• Giving Council the ability to work with the owners of properties harboring large weed infestation through 

the Weed Compliance Program, including issuing penalties if required.

• Resulting in more property visits being undertaken by Council officers and staff being more available to 

support and assist landowners.

• Providing more agricultural and business support and advice in addition to conservation and land 

management.

• Ensuring the right support (funding, information or capacity-building) is provided to each landowner based 

on the location of their property, their land use and the issues they are facing.



If I am a current ALUR participant how will the change affect me?

If you are currently receiving the ALUR at least half of your property would have an agricultural use (i.e. you are 

grazing some stock or have planted a crop). To be eligible for the new PPRR program your agricultural use must be 

for the purpose of running a business and generating income from the property (an agribusiness), which you must 

provide evidence of. If you are not currently using, and do not intend to use, your property to run an agribusiness, you 

will no longer be eligible to receive a rate rebate from Council. 

However, if you are not eligible for the PPRR you will be eligible for the RLMG (unless your property is located within 

the urban growth boundary . For some landowners the transition from the ALUR to the RLMG will result in an 

increase in financial support offered, and for others the change will result in a reduced level of financial support.

If I am a current CoRE Small Grant recipient how will the change affect me?

If you are currently eligible for the CoRE Small Grant you will now be eligible for the new RLMG. Due to the addition 

of a per hectare rate of $20 in addition to the base $300 grant, you will receive a larger amount of funding through 

the RLMG than the old CoRE Small Grant. For example, if you own five hectares you will receive $400 per year instead 

of $300 as you will receive $20 for each of your five hectares. If you own 40 hectares you will receive a $1,100 

grant.

If I am a current CoRE Project Grant recipient how will the change affect me?

If you have applied or intend to apply for the CoRE Project Grant you will not be affected by the changes. The CoRE 

Project Grant and its eligibility criteria will remain unchanged, although you will now need to apply through the 

SmartyGrants on line application system instead of filling-in and mailing a hard copy to Council. 

How do I find out which programs I am eligible for?

To determine which of the new programs you are eligible for please read both the Primary Producer Rate Rebate 

Guidelines,the Rural Land Management Grant Guidelines and the Conserving our Rural Environment Grant 

Guidelines. These documents outline the eligibility criteria in detail. If you are still unsure about your eligibility after 

reading these guidelines please contact Council’s Sustainable Environment Department on 9205 2200 for assistance.

As part of the launch and introduction of the new programs Council will be running several drop-in sessions where 
you can speak to a Council officer about your property and what options are available to you. 

Can I apply for all three of the programs?

You cannot apply for all three programs in the same financial year, though you may be eligible for more than one. 

As a general rule:

• You cannot apply for both the PPRR and RLMG within the same financial year. You must choose one if you 

are eligible to receive both. The most appropriate option may depend upon your circumstances and what 

your objective is for the property. 

• You can apply for the CoRE Grant in addition to the PPRR within the same financial year if you have an area 

of environmental significance on your property that you would like to protect and/or enhance.

• You cannot apply for both the CoRE Grant and the RLMG within the same financial year. If you are 

unsuccessful for the CoRE Grant you will automatically receive the RLMG.



What will happen if my property is within the urban growth area?

A property is only eligible for incentives if it is located within the Green Wedge, Green Wedge A or Rural Living zones. 
If your property is located within the urban growth boundary and will be transformed from rural land into residential or 
industrial land in the future, it will not be eligible for the PPRR or RLMG.

However, if your property (or part of it) is within an area that will not be developed (i.e. within a Rural Conservation 
Zone or Special Use Zone) that permits you to continue primary production, you are still eligible to receive the Primary 
Producer Rate Rebate. If your property (or part of it) is identified as conservation within the Biodiversity Conservation 
Strategy for Melbourne’s Growth Corridors, you are still eligible to receive the CoRE Grant. An example is land zoned 
Rural Conservation that supports a creek or native vegetation that will be managed for its conservation value into the 
future.

What is the Weed Compliance Program?

Council is seeking to introduce a clause in its ‘General Local Law’ that requires rural landowners to make a reasonable 
effort to control and prevent the spread of a number of noxious weeds in Hume that have a significant financial and 
environmental impact in the rural area. Examples include Serrated Tussock and Artichoke Thistle. Council officers  
authorised under the Local Government Act 1989 to enforce the local law. To seek compliance by landowners in 
relation to weed control, the Weed Compliance Program will enable authorised Council officers to engage with the 
landowners of properties harbouring infestations of noxious weeds and issue penalties if required.

Why is Council introducing a Weed Compliance Program?

Through the review of the Rural Engagement Program Council consistently heard from the rural community that 
weed infestations on neighbouring properties are the key issue facing landowners in the region. The issue specifically 
relates to properties that harbour weeds where the landowner is not actively undertaking weed control in accordance 
with their legal obligations. The Weed Compliance Program will seek to address this issue by working with owners  
occupiers of weed infested properties to put a control plan in place and implement it. Through the program staff will 
work cooperatively with and engage landowners through education, advice and support and use enforcement as a last 
resort.

What is SmartyGrants and why is Council introducing it?

SmartyGrants is an online grants management system that Council already uses to administer other grant programs 
such as the Community Grants. Council is introducing it to support the PPRR, RLMG and CoRE Grant to make it easier 
for rural landowners to apply for these programs. Through SmartyGrants landowners will be able to complete and 
submit their application without the need to print, fill-in and mail a physical copy of an application form to Council. 
This will save time for landowners and create efficiencies for Council staff in accessing, reviewing and approving 
applications.

Do I need any training to use SmartyGrants?

SmartyGrants is a very user-friendly on line program and landowners should not require any training to use it. 

However, to familiarise landowners with the software and its use Council will run information sessions that will include 
demonstrations of the simplified application process and provide opportunities for landowners to use it. Council staff 
will also be available during business hours for advice and assistance with the new process.

 
  9205 2200   @ ruralenvironment@hume.vic.gov.au        hume.vic.gov.au

For further information or assistance please contact Council’s Land and Biodiversity Team
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