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Acknowledgment of traditional custodians 

Hume City Council recognises the rich Aboriginal 
heritage within the municipality and acknowledges 
the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung, which includes the 
Gunung-Willam-Balluk clan, as the Traditional 
Custodians of this land. Council embraces Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander living cultures as a vital part 
of Australia’s identity and recognises, celebrates, and 
pays respect to the existing family members of the 
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung and to Elders past, present 
and future.

Acknowledgment of contribution to Young People’s 
Stories of Community: A Hume Anthology 2023. 

Council would like to thank all the young people who 
contributed their amazing artwork, poems, and stories 
to this year’s anthology. 

This year’s anthology would not be possible without 
the support of our local primary and secondary 
schools and services including:

• Aitken College
• Craigieburn Secondary College
• Elevation Secondary College
• Greenvale Secondary College
• Hume Anglican Grammar
• Penola Catholic College
• Salesian College
• St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
• Sunbury Downs College
• Aitken Hill Primary School
• St Carlos Borromeo Primary School
• Craigieburn Primary School
• Oscar Romero Primary School
• Westmeadows Primary School
• Melbourne Polytechnic
• Arabic Welfare 
• Youth Projects

We would also like to thank all of the parents/carers 
for supporting your young people in their creative 
endeavours.

We look forward to all your submissions for next year's 
2024 theme:

Young People's Stories of Heritage & 
Diversity: A Hume Anthology
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I am thrilled that the Hume Youth Anthology has returned in 2023. 
In its second year, the works in this anthology serve as a reminder of 
the talent and creative spirit of young people in Hume. Thank you 
to all the parents, carers and schools who supported their young 
people this year to showcase their artworks; and most importantly 
thank the young people that submitted their work in 2023.  

Young people were invited to submit a 
drawing, poem, short story, comic, painting, 
or photograph that reflected this year’s 
theme of community and what it means to 
them. Showcasing their lived experiences, 
passions, families, and friends, we received 
incredible submissions that show an authentic 
perspective of Hume City for young people.  

For the first time, this year we invited the 
public to vote on the best creative pieces, as 
well as their favourite piece overall. I'm pleased 
to announce that we received more than 350 
votes, and you can find the results later in this 
publication. 

 Young People's Stories of Community: A Hume 
Anthology is part of our commitment to young 
people and ensuring that they are healthy, safe, 
and have opportunities to prosper, as outlined 
in Connect & Thrive: A Plan for Young People in 
Hume 2022-2026.  

Young people, families and the community 
highlighted the need for young people’s 

achievements to be recognised and celebrated. 
In addition, young people voiced the need for 
us to recognise that they are the experts in 
their own lives and have the contemporary, 
real-world knowledge and experience of issues 
and opportunities impacting them and their 
communities.  

This anthology project will continue to be 
delivered annually and will provide a chance for 
young people aged 6 to 24 years to showcase 
their remarkable talents and creativity, as well 
as foster a lifelong love of the arts. 

Once again, please enjoy this anthology and 
thank you to all who have contributed.  
 

 
Cr Naim Kurt 
Mayor of Hume City

Mayor’s 
Message 
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Best creative piece:
Mayor's Choice Award

Real Community 

Ahmed Karaoglu (Age 13), Greenvale Secondary school

Front Cover Mayor's Choice Award Winner 2023

"It contains a variety of religious symbols that are followed by indiviuals in the Community".
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Best creative piece:
6-11 year olds

Colours of Life

Ella Malupo (Age 9)

"The different colours in the painting represent different Cultures, together we are the masterpiece".
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Best creative piece:
12-18 year olds

Our Roots

Alexandra Sarkis (Age 18), Arabic Welfare

"Earth is our home and, the root of all communities is the mother Earth".
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Best creative piece: 
19-24 year olds

You Want Half?

 Amira Akhtar (Age 22), Craigieburn 

"Come and share a mandarin with me, I'll meet you where i can, as will you and we will be neighbours". 
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Community favourite piece:
(all ages)

Our Roots

Alexandra Sarkis (Age 18), Arabic Welfare

"Earth is our home and, the root of all communities is the mother Earth".
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My Favourite Place in Our Community 

Judy Ferguson (Age 6 ), St Carlo Borromeo Primary School
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Ride to School

Samarth Supreeth (Age 6)

"Riding to School helps lower pollution of the environment caused by cars".
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Fruit and Easter

Maryam Qaseer  (Age 8), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
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Love Everyone, No Matter What

Poppy Stephens (Age 8), Westmeadows Primary School   
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Colours of Life

Ella Malupo (Age 9)

"The different colours in the painting represent different Cultures, together we are the masterpiece".
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Community Helpers

Aadi Krishna Cheeroth Shiji (Age 9), Aitken Hill Primary School

"The school, post office and fire station make the community".
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We Belong 

Scarlett Presta (Age 10), Aitken College



  16

A Little Sunshine Can Perform Miracles

Mia Asaad (Age 10), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College

"Fighting Hardships and have the power to keep fighting and not giving in".
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My Communities

Harnav Singh (Age 10), Craigieburn Primary School

"This represents two of my communities that i am a part of, one is my faith and the other is the native 
landscape".
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Maaloula

Patricia Saloumi (Poem) (Age 1), St Mary's Coptic Orthodox College

"My Family relates to this community".
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Aspire to be more/First Nations

Teacher Submission: Steven Patternon Grade 6 classes (Average Age 11), Oscar Romero Primary School

"Our Year 6 students painted these murals with our immediate and broader communities in their hearts".
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The Day I Broke My Left Wrist

Thomas Soliman (Short Story) (Age 12), St Mary's Coptic Orthodox College
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We Work Better Together

 Maria Morcos (Age 12), St Mary's Coptic Orthodox College

"Our community has many diverse people and when we work together we can make the world better".
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Love Birds

Ravji Saia (Age 12), Overnewton Secondary College

"Birds chirping around you is a beautiful realisation that life is incredibly good in our community".
" 
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State of Dream

Jennifer Moucha (Age 12), St Mary's Coptic Orthodox College 

"Never Give up".
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Cortles Chilling

Dayan Kani (Age 12)

"This atwork depicts characters called Cortles living and having fun in their community together".
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Golden Core

Tamar Farooq (Age 12), St Mary's Coptic Orthodox College

"Golden Core relates to how a loved one passed away and we are sad but happy at the same time".
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Hume In A Nutshell

Elsa Ngo (Age 12), Greenvale Secondary College

"Community is the peoppe, but also the place. My piece displays various features of Hume I love".
"
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Steve Irwin And Trees

Carlos Yousif (Age 12), Crigieburn Secondary College

"Steve Irwin being a gretest Australian to our nature and species R.I.P. "
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The Mysterious Community

 Meena Mandlay (Age 13), Greenvale Secondary College
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The Mysterious Community

 Meena Mandlay (Age 13), Greenvale Secondary College
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Autumn

 Yousif Qaseer (Age 13), St Mary's Coptic Orthodox College
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Around the Campfire, Jingle Bells and Golden Horseshoe Parade

 Maeve Hogan (Age 13), Hume Anglican Grammar

"My Family and I attended the Hume city council Christmas Carols. We had a great time 
singing and dancing".
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Real Community 

Ahmed Karaoglu (Age 13), Greenvale Secondary school

Front Cover Mayor's Choice Award Winner 2023

"It contains a variety of religious symbols that are followed by indiviuals in the Community".



  33

Colony Mind

Colony Mind (Age 13), Greenvale Secondary College

"My Artwork relates to community because in a colony, the ants work together as a community to thrive".
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Voice of People

Zainab Haidari (Age 13)

"Through my drawing, i aim to be the voice of those people who no longer desire war". 

" 
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Community of Colours

Yari Kongrung (Age 13), Greenvale Secondary College

"Every individual colour in my artwork represents a different culture/person co-existing peacefully". 
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Hydrangea Love

Varuna Malhorta (Age 14), Univeristy Highschool

"Bees symbolise teamwork and hardwork. Hydrangeas represent gratitude, greace and beauty". 
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Community Library

Isis Birkhahn (Age 15), Elevation Secondary College

"Iam a student of the Hume Community, who enjoys using Hume libraries to borrow books and study". 
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Untitled

John Houma (Short Story) (Age 16)
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Hume Community 

Maryam Zuhair (Age 16), Penola Catholic College

"The artwork shows the diveristy of ethnicities and races that together build the Hume community".



  40

Hope

Jaxon Cias (Age 16), Sunbury Downs College

"Ina world where hope is dwindling, we all need to stick together to keep faith". 
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 This Is Home

Brodie Thompson (Age 16), Sunbury Downs College

"Community is all around us and it is important to see the smaller details in such a large community".
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The Bright Side

Maryam Al Qazona (Age 17), Arabic Welfare
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Cathedral, Cologne Germany

Riya Berdia (Age 17), Salesian College

"This ink drawing depicts an extroadinary piece of archetecture constructed by many generations".
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Our Roots

Alexandra Sarkis (Age 18), Arabic Welfare

"Earth is our home and, the root of all communities is the mother Earth".
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The Community Of Togetherness

Zac Chu (Age 18), Youth Projects

"Hume's moscaic of young migrants from overseas, embracing young indigenous 
Australians, as a community". 
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A Glimpse Of Local Beauty

Raweeha Shafiq (Age 19)

"This artwork connects with community, by celebrating local beauty and nature".
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The Real Life

 Maryam Samter (Age 20), Arabic Welfare

"My work represents the current crisis of having an online community and not a real one".
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You Want Half?

 Amira Akhtar (Age 22), Craigieburn 

"Come and share a mandarin with me, I'll meet you where i can, as will you and we will be neighbours". 
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One More  Day

Chase McIntosh (Age 22), Coolaroo

"I made this piece at a community art group that supports queer young people with mental illness". 
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Lunchtime At The Big Tomato

 Talia Kani (Age 23), Melbourne Polytechnic 

"The cute animal characters are all depicted together as sharing space with others in peace". 
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Hume Youth Services is a free, generalist service for 
young people aged 6-24 years who live, work, study 
or have a connection to Hume. 
We run a range of engagement, health & wellbeing, leadership and pathway 
programs and events throughout the year that are run at our youth centres in 
Broadmeadows, Roxborough Park, Sunbury and Craigieburn, including school 
holiday programs.  

So, if you are interested in:

• A safe space to hang out and connect with other like-minded young people 
• Participating in fun activities after school and over school holidays
• Creating and delivering music and cultural events
• Learning creative arts skills
• Leading and co-designing advocacy 
• Developing leadership and entrepreneurial skills
• Participating in short skill based workshops
• Learning barista and hospitality skills
• Networking with other young people 

Find out more about what’s on at:

   hume.vic.gov.au/youth       youth@hume.vic.gov.au          9205 2556  
 

 HumeYouthServices     hume.youth

Hume Youth
Services
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HumeLink
Multilingual telephone  

information service
Enquiries 9205 2200

For other languages...           9679 9824

9679 9815

9679 9809

9679 9816

9679 9817

9679 9818

9679 9819

9679 9820

9679 9821

9679 9822

9679 9823

Connect with us 

 Broadmeadows Youth Centre (Youth Central) 
 33-37 Pearcedale Parade, Broadmeadows 3047

 Roxburgh Park Youth Centre 
 75 Lakeside Drive, Roxburgh Park Victoria 3064

 Craigieburn Youth Centre 
 59 Craigieburn Road, Craigieburn Victoria 3064

 Sunbury Youth Centre 
 51-53 Evans Street, Sunbury Victoria 3429

 PO Box 119
 Dallas, VIC 3047


