
HUME CITY COUNCIL

Young People's
Stories of
Transformations
and Beginnings: 
A Hume Anthology 2025

Front cover design 
The Birth of Freedom 
Rayan Ghandi (Age 12) 
Sunbury Downs College



  2

Hume City Council recognises the rich Aboriginal heritage 
within the municipality and acknowledges the Wurundjeri 

Woi-wurrung, which includes the Gunung-Willam-
Balluk clan, as the Traditional Custodians of this land. 

Council embraces Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
living cultures as a vital part of Australia’s identity and 

recognises, celebrates, and pays respect to the existing 
family members of the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung and to 

Elders past, present and future.

Acknowledgement
of traditional
custodians
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Acknowledgement of contribution to Young 
People's Stories of Transformations and Beginnings: 
A Hume Anthology 2025

Council would like to thank all the young people 
who contributed their amazing artwork, poems, and 
stories to this year’s anthology. 

This year’s anthology would not be possible without 
the support of our local primary and secondary 
schools and services including:

•	 Aitken College
•	 Banksia Gardens Community Centre
•	 Broadmeadows Primary School
•	 Dallas Brooks Primary School
•	 Gladstone Views Primary School
•	 Greenvale Secondary school
•	 Goonawarra Primary school
•	 Hume Central Secondary College
•	 Hume Refugee Week Event
•	 Hume Valley School
•	 Ilim College Dallas Campus
•	 Indie College
•	 Kangan Institute
•	 Kolbe Catholic College
•	 Melbourne Polytechnic
•	 Mickleham Secondary College
•	 Mount Ridley College
•	 Newbury Primary School
•	 Our Lady's Catholic Primary School
•	 Penola Catholic College
•	 Roxburgh College
•	 Roxburgh Homestead Primary School
•	 Roxburgh Park Primary School
•	 Roxburgh Rise Primary school
•	 Salesian College
•	 St Dominics Primary School
•	 St Carlo Borromeo Primary School
•	 St Monicas Moonee Ponds Primary School
•	 Sunbury College
•	 Sunbury Downs
•	 Westmeadows Primary School
•	 Willmot Park Primary school

We would also like to thank all of the parents/carers 
for supporting your young people in their creative 
endeavours.

We look forward to all your submissions for next year's 
2026 theme: 

Young People's Stories of a 
Liveable City: A Hume Anthology
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‘Transformations and Beginnings: A Hume Anthology’ reflects 
the voices and ideas of young people aged 6 to 24 years who live, 
study or work in Hume City. I am thrilled to share the submissions 
we received for our 2025 edition, showcasing the incredible work 
of our young people in Hume. 

Now in its fourth year, young people across 
Hume were invited to submit a drawing, poem, 
short story, comic, painting, or photograph 
that reflects their experiences and hopes in 
relation to the themes of transformations and 
beginnings.  

108 submissions were received this year by 
young people aged 6 to 24 years under three 
age categories:  

•	 6-11 years  

•	 12-18 years  

•	 19-24 years 

The public was invited to vote on the best 
creative pieces in each category, as well as their 
favourite piece overall. Thank you to everyone 
who voted, you can find the results in this 
publication.    

In addition, we are also pleased that this year’s 
submissions will be exhibited for four months 
in the Gallery at Hume Global Learning Centre – 
Sunbury.  

Congratulations to all the artists featured in 
the anthology. Each piece is a unique reflection 

of the experiences and perspectives of young 
people in Hume. We are continuously amazed 
by the  work submitted every year, and grateful 
to those who have shared their experiences 
with the world. 

Celebrating young people’s achievements and 
providing opportunities to prosper is part of 
our ongoing commitment to young people as 
outlined in Connect & Thrive: A Plan for Young 
People in Hume 2022-2026.  

Thank you to all the parents, carers, and schools 
who supported young people to showcase their 
artworks this year and continue to champion 
their creative pursuits. This anthology project 
will be delivered annually and will provide a 
unique opportunity for young people aged 6 to 
24 years to showcase their amazing talents and 
creativity.  

Please enjoy this year’s anthology and thank 
you to all the young people who contributed.

 
 
Cr Jarrod Bell 
Mayor of Hume City

Mayor’s 
Message 
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Mayor’s 
Message 

Best creative piece:
Mayor's Choice Award

The Birth of Freedom

Raayan Ghandi (Age 12), Sunbury Downs College 

Front Cover Mayor's Choice Award

"So the beginning is the egg, and the transformation is that it hatched from the egg."
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Best creative piece:
6-11 year olds

Beautiful  

Ala'a Alsowaidi (Age 8),  Ilim College Dallas 
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Best creative piece:
12-18 year olds

Bloom through Gloom

Azelya Cayir (Age 14), Greenvale Secondary school

"This piece reflects the emotional transition from sorrow to renewal. The girl sits in a heavy state, her 
tears marking a past of pain. Yet from her mind bursts a wild, blooming garden. Just like a garden, 

growth takes time. The flowers remind the viewer that healing is not instant, it takes time.
The bottom half reflects the weight of gloom, while the top half shows the slow but undeniable 

bloom of hope."
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Best creative piece:
19-24 year olds

The beginning of a New Chapter: Turning the page

Renee Cherie Dugan (Age 19)

"This piece illustrates the moment when one chapter ends and another begins - a turning point we 
all face in life. The girl stepping into a new world represents the courage it take to move forward, 

into the unknown. Whether it’s starting over, embracing change, or growing into a new version of 
yourself, every transformation begins with the decision to turn the page. This drawing is a tribute to 

those quiet, brave moments that begin a new story."
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Community favourite:
(all ages)

Untitled

Aleena Khan (Age 10), Roxburgh Rise Primary school

"My work talks about the journey of finding yourself, from hiding and shying away to growing and 
imaging your place in the world and finally to transforming into a strong and fierce person who is 

seen and heard."
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6-11 
year olds
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Painting, Beginning

Aariana Chauhan (Age 6), Roxburgh Park Primary School
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Beautiful  

Ala'a Alsowaidi (Age 8),  Ilim College Dallas 
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Hello, I am Me

Ala'a Alsowaidi (Age 8),  Ilim College Dallas 
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Untitled

Aleena Khan (Age 10), Roxburgh Rise Primary school

"My work talks about the journey of finding yourself, from hiding and shying away to growing and 
imaging your place in the world and finally to transforming into a strong and fierce person who is 

seen and heard."
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The Ugly Duckling 

Andrea Mae Drezgic (Age 11), St Dominic Primary School Broadmeadows 

"Because the "ugly" duckling turned into a graceful and beautiful swan-which is about natural 
transformation and how the swan starts a new and happier beginning."
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untitled

Ayan Khan (Age 8), Roxburgh Rise Primary School 

"It shows the different times of my happiness. The transformation is from happy to happiest."
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Landscapes of Connection 

Charbel Koro (Age 9), Hume Valley School

"Hume Valley school explores the theme by reflecting on personal and cultural connections. 
Inspired by the renowned Indigenous artist Nonggirrnga Marawli. Our students have respectfully 
engaged with her artistic techniques to depict their own interpretations of land. With guidance 

from the National Gallery of Victoria, the students explored the cultural significance of indigenous 
art, learning ow to express their own stories and connections to the land through vibrant colours 

and expressive brushstrokes. By using paint, they conveyed the landscapes they connect with and 
highlighted the unity within diverse communities. Their artwork reflects a deep engagement with 

Indigenous traditions wile showcasing their individual perspectives."
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Landscapes of Connection 

Christian Zaya (Age 10), Hume Valley School

"Hume Valley school explores the theme by reflecting on personal and cultural connections. 
Inspired by the renowned Indigenous artist Nonggirrnga Marawli. Our students have respectfully 
engaged with her artistic techniques to depict their own interpretations of land. With guidance 

from the National Gallery of Victoria, the students explored the cultural significance of indigenous 
art, learning ow to express their own stories and connections to the land through vibrant colours 

and expressive brushstrokes. By using paint, they conveyed the landscapes they connect with and 
highlighted the unity within diverse communities. Their artwork reflects a deep engagement with 

Indigenous traditions wile showcasing their individual perspectives."
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Untitled

Elif Turkoglu (Age 9), Roxburgh Homestead Primary School 

"My take on Transformations and beginnings reminded me of becoming a sister to my two siblings 
and the changes it brought about in my life. I wanted to express myself through some humour and 
art, both visually and emotionally. Becoming a sister led to new beginnings and transformations in 

my life."
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Circle of beauty

Elijah Matthew (Age 11 ), Aitken College

"Because flowers are just like life when you are a baby you are just a small bud and as you grow older, 
you begin to unleash your inner beauty, potential, and creativity. So in a flower you see it’s inner 

beauty always leaving a mark on wherever it’s been. Likewise with humans whoever you interact 
with or know you leave a mark that symbolises all you have done in their lives it could be random 

acts of kindness, or it could just be talking to them, having a meaningful conversation."
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Breaking Through

Elizabeth Hui (Age 11), Mount Ridley College

"It gives my character a sense of hope and changing her ways and personalities to fit her own self."
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Emotional Turmoil

Fateh Mallaya (Age 11), Mount Ridley College

"This artwork represents how society wants us to mask our real emotions and how we really feel 
inside sometimes."
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Emotions and Feelings  

Grace Davey (Age 11), St Dominics Primary School 

"Changing the attitude towards life can change your emotions and feelings to positive outlook."
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The new beginning

Gurashish Singh (Age 11)

"The girl left her own village to make a career in the big city. The experiences changed her 
perspective little by little that’s what the white represent the black represents her own village and 

old ways."
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Time in Australian History

Imogen Anderson (Age 11), Our Lady's Catholic Primary School Craigieburn

"Because it shows how the world changes in pictures."
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Untitled

Inayah Ismail  (Age 7)

 Inayah’s paintings unfold like a journey between endings and new horizons, where colours 
shift to echo change and fresh possibilities. Each brushstroke captures a quiet moment of 

growth, reminding us that transformation is both gentle and powerful. Her artwork speaks of 
beginnings———fragile yet full of promise——like seeds breaking through the soil toward light.
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Emotions and Feelings

Irha Owais (Age 8), Mount Ridley College

"Changing the attitude towards life can change your emotions and feelings to positive outlook."
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Caterpillars Journey 

Jazzleen Mallaya (Age 7), Mount Ridley College

"This artwork shows that we need to struggle and work hard to become a better and beautiful 
version of ourselves."
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Thoughts

Judy Ferguson (Age 9), St Carlo Borromeo, Greenvale

"As you get older, you think of different things as you grow through new stages."
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Landscapes of Connection

Kaidyn Parker (Age 9), Hume Valley School

"Hume Valley school explores the theme by reflecting on personal and cultural connections. 
Inspired by the renowned Indigenous artist Nonggirrnga Marawli. Our students have respectfully 
engaged with her artistic techniques to depict their own interpretations of land. With guidance 

from the National Gallery of Victoria, the students explored the cultural significance of indigenous 
art, learning ow to express their own stories and connections to the land through vibrant colours 

and expressive brushstrokes. By using paint, they conveyed the landscapes they connect with and 
highlighted the unity within diverse communities. Their artwork reflects a deep engagement with 

Indigenous traditions wile showcasing their individual perspectives."
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Sun and moon

Kavya Rimal (Age 10), Broadmeadows Primary School

"When sun becomes moon and moon become sun."
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Sun and moon

Kenuda Katawapitiayge (Age 10), Aitken College

"Transformation – The caterpillar represents change in progress. It hasn’t yet become what it is 
meant to be. The butterfly shows the completed transformation, a symbol of growth, new potential, 
and beauty that comes after change. Beginnings – The flower can symbolize a fresh start or new life. 
The caterpillar beginning its journey and the butterfly beginning its new stage of life both show that 
every stage is a beginning of something important. Cycle of life – Together, the caterpillar, butterfly, 

and flower show that endings lead to new beginnings, and transformation is part of growth."
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Hope

Kiara Ulm-Lovell (Age 11), Goonawarra Primary School 

"It starts from someone who has no hope in life and struggles, but then they find hope and hope 
makes them hopeful and the light enters their life as a transformation and new beginning."
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Untitled

Koray Kizil (Age 7), Mount Ridley College

"Koray has a great passion for drawing. Sometimes he will draw the same object/picture and add 
more detail to make it look better. All his drawings are free hand. Sometimes he watches tutorials on 
YouTube, and sometimes his inspiration comes from other things like his toys, or something he has 

seen on TV, or an art project they have done at school."
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Landscapes of Connection

Kylah Costello (Age 11), Hume Valley School

"Hume Valley school explores the theme by reflecting on personal and cultural connections. Inspired 
by the renowned Indigenous artist Nonggirrnga Marawli. Our students have respectfully engaged 

with her artistic techniques to depict their own interpretations of land. With guidance from the 
National Gallery of Victoria, the students explored the cultural significance of indigenous art, learning 

ow to express their own stories and connections to the land through vibrant colours and expressive 
brushstrokes. By using paint, they conveyed the landscapes they connect with and highlighted 

the unity within diverse communities. Their artwork reflects a deep engagement with Indigenous 
traditions wile showcasing their individual perspectives.."
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I am Lexi 

Lexi Hunt (Age 6), Aitken College 

"I am 6 years old, and this represents me learning about light
and shade and how it transforms an art piece."
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Transformations and Beginnings

Macie Sue Gaetano (Age 10), Our Lady's Catholic Primary School Craigieburn

"As a 10-year-old that loves all forms of art, I am physically and emotionally adapting and growing 
from different challenges, that create new beginnings. Art is a way I like to express that."
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Community Circles

Gladstone Views Primary School group

"The artwork is inspired by circles, as a circle represents community — everyone within the circle 
is connected. Each student decorated an individual piece of a larger circle, and then we joined all 
the pieces together to symbolize a community coming together. This process reflects the theme 
of Transformations and Beginnings: individually, each piece starts as its own unique creation (a 

beginning), but through collaboration, they transform into a unified artwork that represents the 
strength and beauty of community. In connection with our inquiry into what it means to be part of 
a community, students explored how individual contributions can lead to something greater when 

people work together."
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Hears to a new beginning

Mia Mingins (Age 10), Roxburgh Homestead Primary School

"A butterfly starts as a caterpillar and turns into a butterfly making it have a new life transforming 
into a beautiful butterfly have a new beginning."
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Untitled

Milay Ozcan (Age 11), Siirus College

"Refugee week art competition winner in collaboration with Advocates for dignity."
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Human Life Cycle

Mithara Fernando (Age 8), Newbury Primary School

"How human change from baby to old person."
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Tesla Cyber Truck

Mithun Fernando (Age 10), Newbury Primary School

"We go from gas to electricity."
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Snow

Niamh Anderson (Age 11), Our Lady's Catholic Primary School Craigieburn

"Beginning as snow and following the transformation to water."
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In the Beginning

Niamh Anderson (Age 11), Our Lady's Catholic Primary School Craigieburn

"The transformation of the earth by humans."
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Landscapes of Connection

Oliver Shembri (Age 11), Hume Valley School

"Hume Valley school explores the theme by reflecting on personal and cultural connections. 
Inspired by the renowned Indigenous artist Nonggirrnga Marawli. Our students have respectfully 
engaged with her artistic techniques to depict their own interpretations of land. With guidance 

from the National Gallery of Victoria, the students explored the cultural significance of indigenous 
art, learning ow to express their own stories and connections to the land through vibrant colours 

and expressive brushstrokes. By using paint, they conveyed the landscapes they connect with and 
highlighted the unity within diverse communities. Their artwork reflects a deep engagement with 

Indigenous traditions wile showcasing their individual perspectives."
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Untitled

Owen Ferguson (Age 11), St Carlo Borromeo, Greenvale 

"Trees change and birds are a sign of new life and freedom."
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Customising your path and new beginnings

Poppy Stephens (Age 10), Westmeadows Primary School 

"When you grow older, you always change your interests and likings, you can make new 
ones and think of your own things. Just like a robot! (And or creature)."
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Landscapes of Connection

Priyansh Adhikari (Age 10), Hume Valley School

"Hume Valley school explores the theme by reflecting on personal and cultural connections. 
Inspired by the renowned Indigenous artist Nonggirrnga Marawli. Our students have respectfully 
engaged with her artistic techniques to depict their own interpretations of land. With guidance 

from the National Gallery of Victoria, the students explored the cultural significance of indigenous 
art, learning ow to express their own stories and connections to the land through vibrant colours 

and expressive brushstrokes. By using paint, they conveyed the landscapes they connect with and 
highlighted the unity within diverse communities. Their artwork reflects a deep engagement with 

Indigenous traditions wile showcasing their individual perspectives."
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Siblings

Samera El-Achkar (Age 11), Banskia Gardens community centre, Dallas Brooks Primary School 

"Samera is a caring and compassionate child who shared that her little sister and brothers have 
transformed her life and will always represent a new beginning for her."

   Four little lights in my world so wide, 
One walks with wonder, one runs with pride. 

One brings calm like a soft-spoken song, 
One burst with laughter all day long. 

One paints the sky with dreams so bright, 
The other dances from morning to night. 
Different starts, yet all shine true, 

A perfect pair in all they do. 

They fight, they play, they learn, they grow, 
In ways only siblings ever know. 
A gentle hand, a guiding smile-

Together they make my life worthwhile. 

So may they walk, through sun and rain, 
Through joy, through tears, through loss and gain. 

And may their hearts forever be, 
A home for love, and peace, and me.

 Samera El-Achkar. 
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Landscapes of Connection

Shanheer Kazmi (Age 11), Hume Valley School

"Hume Valley school explores the theme by reflecting on personal and cultural connections. 
Inspired by the renowned Indigenous artist Nonggirrnga Marawli. Our students have respectfully 
engaged with her artistic techniques to depict their own interpretations of land. With guidance 

from the National Gallery of Victoria, the students explored the cultural significance of indigenous 
art, learning ow to express their own stories and connections to the land through vibrant colours 

and expressive brushstrokes. By using paint, they conveyed the landscapes they connect with and 
highlighted the unity within diverse communities. Their artwork reflects a deep engagement with 

Indigenous traditions wile showcasing their individual perspectives."
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Landscapes of Connection

Zaki Inam (Age 9), Hume Valley School

"Hume Valley school explores the theme by reflecting on personal and cultural connections. 
Inspired by the renowned Indigenous artist Nonggirrnga Marawli. Our students have respectfully 
engaged with her artistic techniques to depict their own interpretations of land. With guidance 

from the National Gallery of Victoria, the students explored the cultural significance of indigenous 
art, learning ow to express their own stories and connections to the land through vibrant colours 

and expressive brushstrokes. By using paint, they conveyed the landscapes they connect with and 
highlighted the unity within diverse communities. Their artwork reflects a deep engagement with 

Indigenous traditions wile showcasing their individual perspectives."
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12-18 
year olds
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Landscapes of Connection

Ahmed Zaatiti (Age 12), Hume Valley School

"Hume Valley school explores the theme by reflecting on personal and cultural connections. 
Inspired by the renowned Indigenous artist Nonggirrnga Marawli. Our students have respectfully 
engaged with her artistic techniques to depict their own interpretations of land. With guidance 

from the National Gallery of Victoria, the students explored the cultural significance of indigenous 
art, learning ow to express their own stories and connections to the land through vibrant colours 

and expressive brushstrokes. By using paint, they conveyed the landscapes they connect with and 
highlighted the unity within diverse communities. Their artwork reflects a deep engagement with 

Indigenous traditions wile showcasing their individual perspectives."
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Mahavishnu

Aayaan Bhatia (Age 14), Mickleham Secondary College

"Lord Mahavishnu represents preservation and balance, and every new beginning emerges when 
the old is transformed and harmony is restored — symbolizing hope, renewal, and a fresh start. he 

breathes out, creating universes and breathes in, ending them."
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Beginning 

Agam Kaur (Age 16), Kolbe Catholic College
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Where the river starts again

Alisha Sabharwal (Age 13), Aitken College

"The title, “Where the River Starts Again “frames the poem around the idea of renewal.
The river starting again is a metaphor for new chapters, even after endings."
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Regeneration

Ameera Asri (Age 17), Kangan Institute

"Amongst an everchanging environment, a young deer sheds it’s antlers for the first time; 
undergoing a process called “regeneration”, signifying the start of this deer’s new beginning."
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Restraining of Endless Possibilities. 

Analina Podnar (Age 13), Salesian College

"I felt that through time the only way people were able to create something new or transform 
something old was to open their eyes to opportunities and new possibilities. That the only way to 

stop us from making something is holding our own selves back, that we are one of the biggest 
challenges to overcome. I wanted to illustrate that in my work with hands holding down the figure 
in the middle to stop it from opening their eyes from the world of colour and advanced possibilities 
around them. I wanted to also represent the vast vicinity of possibilities around the figure so instead 

of doing something simple in the background I expressed in the background the vast vicinity of 
space in a way I think of it, colourful and full of places to explore and see."
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Garden of Time

Analina Podnar (Age 13), Salesian College

"I felt that a garden would best suit this topic as over time the plants grow within it, changing and 
becoming new things, a cycle that has always continued through the decades. This can be brought 

back to art and its different genres because influences, different materials and the different likes 
or dislikes of the people around has changed art over time in a continuous cycle from past day to 

modern day I find you will always be finding new and interesting styles that have changed not 
only the art world but ours to. I also felt that the butterflies as they also represent transformation, 
I thought they can represent ourselves. In the way butterflies flutter to different flowers we as our 

human kind look and change the popularity of an art style. The religious symbolism at the top of the 
piece also plays a big part in our society and the art world as religiousness also plays a large part in 

changing the way many people create art as a lot of artist (not all) often have religious symbolism in 
their art pieces."
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Untitled

Angel McDonald (Age 15), Sunbury Downs

"The moon symbolises a new day coming. a new beginning."
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Expectations of Glass

Astrid Nickel (Age 16), Sunbury Downs College

"My artwork represents breaking free from others expectations and transforming into your true 
self. The butterfly wings are those of a Holly Blue butterfly as those are said to represent spiritual 

transformation, personal growth and rebirth."
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Bloom through Gloom

Azelya Cayir (Age 14), Greenvale Secondary School

"This piece reflects the emotional transition from sorrow to renewal. The girl sits in a heavy state, her 
tears marking a past of pain. Yet from her mind bursts a wild, blooming garden. Just like a garden, 

growth takes time. The flowers remind the viewer that healing is not instant, it takes time.
The bottom half reflects the weight of gloom, while the top half shows the slow but undeniable 

bloom of hope."
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Genesis 

Aziz Ozgun (Age 16), Hume Central Secondary College

"My digital painting 'genesis' shows a person in an empty crowd at a theatre watching the stage, 
seeing his future self-perform and dance. This is the story of him beginning his journey to becoming 

a performer and the transformative power of art."
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The book of becoming

Bianca Barbaro (Age 12), Penola Catholic College

"My submission relates to the theme Transformations and Beginnings because it shows how 
opening a book is both the start of a new journey and the spark of transformation. The character 
begins with simple words on a page, but through imagination, those words transform into entire 

worlds, ideas, and possibilities. Books have the power to begin new adventures and to transform the 
way we see ourselves and the world."
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Formless

Chanel Kako (Age 16), Kolbe Catholic College

"The blue sky and pristine clouds represent a clean slate with endless possibilities while the 
nosebleed and tear evoke physical transformations and changes within ourselves through pain 

and raw emotion. The red billowing ribbon cutting through the sky represents a transition and new 
chapter against the openness of the sky."
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New beginnings

Christopher Youhana (Age 12), Roxburgh Park Homestead Primary School

"In the first box it’s Chris’s first day of school and he is introducing himself and in the second which is 
a month after he is practicing his reading and in the third that’s when he makes his first friend and 
in July four months later he is practicing again but this time with a friend and in the lucky last box 

he is their with his friend hanging about Chris’s friend tells him that is English has gotten better and 
Chris reply’s with a thank and that his friend is awesome this relates because Chris is starting a new 

beginning and he is transforming into a better person."
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Finding Peace

Elizabeth Sullivan (Age 15), Sunbury Downs College

"I believe it relates to the theme by showing a new beginning as you end up finding a peaceful 
balance in life, if you would like to see more of my photos follow my Instagram @elizabeth_

photography7."
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Finding Peace

Elizabeth Sullivan (Age 15), Sunbury Downs College
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New Beginnings

Emily Daniels (Age 15)

"Showing a younger version to adult version transforming into a better version of themselves."
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Look for Light

Emily Tso (Age 12) Greenvale Secondary School

"My submission relates to the theme 'transformations and beginnings' by showing a person that 
was in the dark and suffered but then eventually finding light and happiness. So, this represents 

transforming to a happier version of yourself and the beginning of a new and fresh start in your life."
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Celebrating 201 years of dinosaurs

Ethan Facciol (Age 18) Kolbe Catholic College

"It shows the history of dinosaurs, showing how our interpretation of these creatures has changed 
over the 201 years of their discovery."
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Celebrating 201 years of dinosaurs

Ethan Facciol (Age 18) Kolbe Catholic College
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Celebrating 201 years of dinosaurs

Ethan Facciol (Age 18) Kolbe Catholic College
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Reflections

Eve Trpeski (Age 12) Aitken College

"This artwork explores the theme of transformation and new beginnings. The mirror becomes a 
symbolic space where the younger self gazes back, carrying with it memories, traits, and stories 
that continue to shape identity. As time passes, the past remains an integral part of the self, yet 

transformation requires renewal. The work reflects the tension between remembering and moving 
forward, acknowledging that growth often begins with letting go and starting anew."
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A Glimmer of Hope

Gunreet Kaur (Age 13) Aitken College

"My submission of a short story expresses the challenges people may have to overcome when 
starting a new life elsewhere and in new places."
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A Glimmer of Hope

Gunreet Kaur (Age 13) Aitken College
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Spring Transformation

Hadija Muzaffar (Age 15) Kangan Institute

"This acrylic painting shows the beauty of spring. The flowering blossoms that will later turn into 
fruit, tells us how everything begins and transforms into something beautiful and delicious when 

we are patient and keep up the hard work. The path shows that we have to start our own journey of 
transformation by taking the first step."



  78

Getting Ready for Transformation

Hadija Muzaffar (Age 15) Kangan Institute

"The bright full moon shows the majestic peak of a lunar cycle indicating that a new phase is about 
to begin. By looking at the ocean and the moon we can see that nothing stays the same and every 

end transforms into a new beginning. The stillness of the night is a great time to prepare for the 
dawn of transformations and beginnings."
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Hold On... Gaza From the Eyes of a Five Year Old

Hadija Igamberdieva (Age 15) Kangan Institute

"This Poem shows a child's struggle for survival in Gaza. After the atrocities he has lived through, his 
mother's improvement gives him hope to start a new beginning and transform his and his mother's 
life for the better. Although this story is fictional, atrocities worse than this are happening every day 
in Gaza. There are too many orphans in Gaza who wish to start a new life but can't. Please always be 
on their side with whatever support you can give them, whether it is through spreading awareness, 

boycotting or donating." 

Hold On...
Palestine From the Eyes of a Five Year Old

I run to my mom, 
I ask, “Will that deafening noise come?’’ 

“Don’t worry dear,” she says her hug enveloping me, 
She wipes her tears thinking I didn’t see. 

She has dark purple circles around her eyes, 
From all the sleepless nights crying to the almighty above the skies. 

She picks me up and rushes to the basement, 
Where I heard a thundering sound like an elephant. 

My mother looks at me wide eyed, 
Saying, “Alhamdulilah, we are alright.” 

As my mother opens the door, 
Rubbish and debris floods the basement floor. 

She says, “Indeed, this is Allah’s and to him we will return.’’ 
She starts to pray as my heart starts to burn. 

I look at her, she is praying beautifully, 
Crying silently. 

After praying she picks me up and start crawling through the rubbish, 
Squirming like a nearly dead fish. 

When we at last finish our rubbish trekking, 
I realize my mother is shivering. 

She has wrapped her own coat around me, covering every bit, 
Just for me to stay warm and fit. 

I ask, “Where is dad?’’ 
My mother looks really sad. 
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She rushes into a building, 
Waits for a long time and asks a person something. 

As soon as she gets her answer, she slumps on a chair, 
And starts showing me extra care. 

“Where’s dad,” I ask, 
Between sobs she replies, “He went to complete a very difficult task.” 

I ask, “When will we see him?” 
Mother replies,“When the time comes, we will go to him.” 

Mother takes my hand, 
Together, we walk on the blood stained sand. 

We stand in a long line of people, 
Some are young while others are old and feeble. 

“I am hungry,” I say, 
She says, “Wait a bit, we will get bread to keep the hunger at bay.” 

From the dark grey clouds I see a spark as bright as the sun, 
I see a round object hurtling toward me so I run. 

As I run, something hits me and everything turns black, 
With my wobbly legs I stand up when my consciousness is back. 

I look to see all the dead people around me and start to cry petrified, 
I cry until the morning turns into evening and still no one notices I cried. 

As I sit beside my mother I think she is dead, 
But her rising and falling chest and bloated stomach tells me she is alive but not fed. 

You might be thinking how I know this, 
It is because of all my dead siblings I miss. 

One from hunger, 
Other for defending himself against zionists with anger. 

Where is the world! 
My father told me there were trillions of people around the world. 

Hold On... Gaza From the Eyes of a Five Year Old

Hadija Igamberdieva (Age 15) Kangan Institute
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I know I have to find food and water for my mother, 
I won’t let her perish like my father. 

I stand up and start walking toward an abandoned well, 
My father has forbid me to approach any well in case I fell, 

But this is an emergency case, 
I know I can’t bare to live without seeing my mothers smiling face. 

I carefully lower the bucket, 
I turn the handle, but it’s so rusty, it makes a racket. 

The heavy bucket is too hard to lift and turn, 
I wouldn’t have the strength if my heart wasn’t experiencing severe burn. 

I navigate in the night back to my mother using stars to locate south, 
I drink some water and dab some on to my mothers mouth. 

I then realize I am still wearing the coat she had put on me, 
I take it off, lie down next to my mother and with the coat, cover my mother and me. 

I cry myself to sleep, 
I wake up in the morning and weep. 

I know I have to scavenge for food, 
Even though I am not in a good mood. 

I carefully enter the blackened and abandoned bakery, 
The whole place looks like a place of misery. 

I slip into the back room hoping something has survived, 
But the whole place looks fried. 

There were breads, blackened ones of course, 
The bomb must have hit with a mighty force. 

I break a blackened bread in two, 
Hoping there will be something inside for the stomach too. 

Thankfully, there is a tiny piece of edible bread, 
I chose to give it to my mother probably on the death bed. 

Hold On... Gaza From the Eyes of a Five Year Old

Hadija Igamberdieva (Age 15) Kangan Institute
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I run to my mom, 
I try to push the bread through, but it is stuck on her gum. 

My mother starts coughing so I have to eat it, 
I got every piece of bread, every single bit. 

I try to make some fire to drink some warm water, 
But fire can’t be made with mud sloshing around like thick butter. 

I drag my mother on to a higher surface, 
I drag her into a crevice where visibility is less. 

Just then I feel my mother is shivering and hot, 
I put a cloth on her head using water a lot. 

Just then I see soldiers marching up the road, 
Scrutinising everywhere in genocide mode. 

I dare not breath nor whimper, 
For our family would be destroyed and nobody would know a whisper. 

The soldiers storm the streets, ordered to kill anybody alive, 
If they find me, I will be dead before I count to five. 

I hide till they pass, 
Because they continue killing people amass. 

Soon my mother stops shivering and becomes cold, 
Tears spring to my eyes, I did what I could but I can’t be bold. 

I lie down next to her hugging her as I cry, 
I don’t care if the soldiers hear me cry. 

I feel a soft pat on my head, 
I look up to see my mother smiling and fed. 

She says, “Hold on, Allah is on our side, 
He will grant us success with his might.” 

Do not lose hope, nor be sad. You will surely be victorious if  you are true believers.” 
(3:139) 

Hold On... Gaza From the Eyes of a Five Year Old

Hadija Igamberdieva (Age 15) Kangan Institute
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Handmade Ribbon rose Bouquet with Ferrero Rocher 

Hanan Haddad (Age 16) Roxburgh College

"My handmade ribbon rose bouquet with Ferrero Rochers relates to the theme “Transformations and 
Beginnings” because it turns simple materials like ribbon and chocolate into something beautiful 
and meaningful. This transformation shows creativity and growth. The bouquet can also represent 

new beginnings, such as a celebration, a fresh start, or a special moment in someone’s life. It’s a 
symbol of how something small can become something special."
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Self-Sabotage 

Hanna Visagie (Age 15) Salesian College 

"Because it shows the transformation of stinging your own heart in self-sabotage."
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A New beginning

Hannah Dengler (Age 13) Aitken college

"It’s a poem dedicated to a new beginning that many 13-year-olds face. It shows how one can adjust 
to new beginnings and a new sense of self."
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I went to High School

Harnav Singh (Age 12) Aitken college

"I drew my transition from primary school to high school. I realised how I have started playing with 
different things while growing up too."
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Little Miss Perfect

Himaya Colombathantri (Age 13) Aitken College

"The piece “Little Miss Perfect” captures the perspective of a girl seen as capable, independent 
and flawless. However, beneath the surface of this picture-perfect girl is a deeply conflicted 

and exhausted version unravelling due to the pressure of other people’s expectations and her 
experiences. This piece allows readers to understand and connect with the struggle of perfection, 
identity, and comparison, as well as the relentless battle with mental health and emotions that are 
not able to be expressed easily. This links to the theme of “New beginnings and transformations” 
as the story follows her challenges all the way through to her healing. This includes the dramatic 
change from her self-destruction to reclaiming her identity, while unveiling the new version of 

herself that comes with her new beginning built from the shattered pieces of her past."
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Shattering the past

Inayat Kaur Sandhu (Age 13) Aitken College

"My submission explores the theme of transformation and beginnings, reflecting on how change 
can be both destructive and liberating. I wanted to show this complexity by adding cracks in 

the woman’s body, symbolizing how transformation can gradually consume and break down an 
individual. The woman’s body is marked by dark, black cracks, representing the pain that often 
accompany change. Yet, from the cracks, lotus flower grows, symbolizing rebirth and renewal. 

Transformation, to me, is always tied to the process of renewal—of shedding the old and stepping 
into a new phase, despite the darkness of the journey. The background of the piece is pure black, 

with stark white cracks running through it. This contrast symbolizes the world around us, the 
external chaos, darkness, and uncertainty that can often accompany change (represented by the 
black background) versus the potential for clarity, purity, and enlightenment (represented by the 

white cracks). The white cracks in the dark background suggest that even in the most challenging 
or chaotic times. As a person with an Indian background, the lotus flower has deep spiritual 

significance in my country. It represents purity, even as it grows in murky waters. The lotus serves as 
a reminder that no matter how difficult life may become, there is always a part of us that can remain 

untouched and pure. There are also dogwood flowers included in the piece symbolize rebirth and 
strength. The dogwood’s resilience in the face of adversity mirrors the inner strength needed to 

navigate a constantly changing world. The woman represents this strength—she has gone through 
immense transformation yet still stands strong. The cracks in her body are not just signs of decay; 
they are the very portals through which her renewal occurs. At the bottom of the piece there are 

two water lilies. These water lilies represent the beauty that can arise from change. They symbolize 
the quiet grace that emerges once the storm has passed and the beauty that can be found in 

transformation. Even though the process of change can be hard, it also brings moments of peace 
and serenity."
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Sunset Blooming Flights

Irmak Balkaya (Age 16) Aitken College

"The piece is a mixed media piece, involving 3D elements. The common imagery of butterflies in 
themes of change is popular, butterflies are beautiful and loved. However, moths are typically seen as 
the opposite, often considered dirty and something to be fearful of. I feel the use of moths perfectly 

encompasses the theme of transformation, because transformation means change, and while 
change can be beautiful it’s also scary. Transformation and therefore change is frankly a terrifying 
experience, involving hard choices that shape who we are as people. I feel moths capture this idea 
perfectly, as in contrast to butterflies they aren’t considering beautiful, they are considered messy 
and scary. That is transformation. Secondly the use of lilies and the woman as the primary focus of 
this piece. In this piece lilies reflect nature, nature is a force that is never still, nature is constantly 

moving and changing, as are people. This piece reflects the nature of transformation from girl 
to woman, the flowers are blooming, the moths represent that it’s not considered a beautiful 

transformation but it can be one, the transformation from girl to woman is difficult and scary its 
filled with hard moments and difficult choices that will leave cracks, however this image reflects that 

it also marks new beginnings and how that transformation marks the beginning."
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Young Love 

Isabelle O'Shannessy (Age 18) Sunbury Downs College
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Genisis of Colour 

Karren Sekhon (Age 13) Aitken College

"This image relates to “Transformation and Beginning” by showing a chrysalis turning into a butterfly 
and a seed sprouting, symbolising renewal, with the sunrise and spiritual symbols reflecting a 

universal, harmonious start across cultures."
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Untitled

Mackenzie Lovell (Age 13)  Sunbury College

"It relates to the theme of transformation and beginnings because it starts as a dark colour and 
transforms to a bright colour. Showing that people can change even if they have made the wrong 

decisions in life."
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Untitled

 Mareeha Qureshi (Age 12)  Broadmeadows Primary School

"The idea of my transformation from Pakistan to Australia which is a new beginning for me."
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A New Beginning 

Mia Sutton (Age 15) Aitken College 

"Beginning, relates to the theme Transformations and Beginnings through the protagonist Jacob. 
Jacob goes through a significant emotional journey as he transitions into a new community, where 

he is torn apart by isolation and anxiety. Despite his inner turmoil, a turning point arises when he 
reluctantly attends a community youth project group. Here, he creates new bonds and friendships, 
helping he regains his sense of belonging. The story concludes with Jacob feeling hopeful about his 
future, and excited having embraced ‘A New Beginning.’ Jacobs personal growth demonstrates how 

sometimes in life, a difficult start can, in time lead to a bright and more meaningful future."
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A New Beginning 

Mia Sutton (Age 15) Aitken college 
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Stars of night 

Nadine Badra (Age 12) Broadmeadows Primary School 

"Transformation from day to night and new day beginnings for everyon."
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A New Horizon

Naledi Chandakabata (Age 12) Aitken College

"I used 2 mediums in my art work (graphite and colour pencil) to represent the butterflies lifestyle 
before and after metamorphosis. It shows how much more the butterfly can explore, as it leaves its 

old environment behind."
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Untitled

Narjas Rashad (Age 13) Mount Ridley College

"This artwork is about two people in the water, each on their own plane. It shows how transformation 
can happen when people notice each other and something new starts to form."
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Untitled

Olivia Ferguson (Age 13) Kolbe Catholic College

"My artwork is a butterfly that has just emerged from its chrysalis, having transformed itself into a 
new creature. The warm tones symbolise all the new pathways and beginnings the butterfly will live 

through."
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The Birth of New Flames

Olivia Van Heer (Age 12) Greenvale Secondary School

"A New Beginning, relates to the theme Transformations and Beginnings through the protagonist 
Jacob. Jacob goes through a significant emotional journey as he transitions into a new community, 

where he is torn apart by isolation and anxiety. Despite his inner turmoil, a turning point arises 
when he reluctantly attends a community youth project group. Here, he creates new bonds and 

friendships, helping he regains his sense of belonging. The story concludes with Jacob feeling 
hopeful about his future, and excited having embraced ‘A New Beginning.’ Jacobs personal 

growth demonstrates how sometimes in life, a difficult start can, in time lead to a bright and more 
meaningful future." 
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Loneliness man in the universe

Oneth Mudalpath (Age 12) Aitken College

"The man is watching the creation of a new planet which could be a new beginning of life."
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Transformation

Parthiv Pramod (Age 12) Aitken College

"Transformation and revolution a byproduct of War."
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Life 

Preeyapat (Patty) Promrat (Age 17) Mount Ridley College

"This artwork portrays a woman at different stages of her life. She always holds the hand of the 
person beside her, even though that person changes as time passes—including herself. This reflects 
how all humans transform and grow, whether emotionally, physically, or through their surroundings. 

Each stage of life is like a new beginning: living differently, thinking differently, and meeting new 
people. Everything constantly changes and develops, guiding us toward new paths in life.

The background shows the four seasons, with Japanese characters for summer (夏), spring (春), 
autumn (秋), and winter (冬). The seasons symbolize change and the passage of time, reminding 

every creature that transformation has arrived and that every ending also marks the start of 
something new."
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The Birth of Freedom

Raayan Ghandi (Age 12) Sunbury Downs College

"So the beginning is the egg, and the transformation is that it hatched from the egg."

Emilia Todaro
Inserted Text
a
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Where we all go

Rahaf Al Hayeek (Age 16) Elevation Secondary

"Refugee week art competition winner in collaboration with Advocates for dignity."
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Through the Looking Glass

Scarlet Scollo (Age 15) Aitken College

"It captures a moment between the past and the present, the things that have been made to stay 
behind and linger even as time moves on they cannot." 
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Octopus Sunrise

Scarlett Jensen (Age 16) Sunbury Downs College 

"The sunrise on the background represents a new beginning
and the octopus represents transformation."
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Emergence

Shrey Chhabra (Age 16) Kolbe Catholic College

"When I made this sketch, I wanted to show the powerful moment of change when the butterfly 
breaks free from its cocoon. To me, this shows both an ending and a beginning, stepping into 

something new even if it feels uncertain. This drawing is my way of saying that every new chapter in 
life comes from change. We all have our own cocoons, our challenges and fears. But inside them is 

the potential to grow and become something beautiful."
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"That time of night" 

Solis Draper (Age 17) Indie College Sunbury  

"This piece of art was originally made as a way for me, as a neurodivergent trans kid, to express 
myself, and my challenges. it includes some of my favourite things and some things I’ve faced, and 
challenges that I've overcome. (s/h, a colder, unaccepting outside world, and a constant feeling of 

exhaustion from masking who I was and how I felt."
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Butterfly Metamorphosis 

Sucheta Vasudev (Age 12) Willmot Park Primary School 

"It’s the transformation of a caterpillar to a butterfly."
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Untitled 

Jana Tawil (Age 24), Melbourne Polytechnic

"My painting explains how a person carries his memories and his home in his heart when he moves 
to a new place."
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Restart from the Beginning

Joseph Basham (Age 20)

"It’s about how sometimes to transform into our true selves we need to
look inside and restart from the beginning."
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The beginning of a New Chapter: Turning the page

Renee Cherie Dugan (Age 19)

"This piece illustrates the moment when one chapter ends and another begins - a turning point we 
all face in life. The girl stepping into a new world represents the courage it take to move forward, 

into the unknown. Whether it’s starting over, embracing change, or growing into a new version of 
yourself, every transformation begins with the decision to turn the page. This drawing is a tribute to 

those quiet, brave moments that begin a new story."
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Breath of Nature 

Ruby- Lee Hall (Age 19)

"This piece resembles transformation and new beginnings through symbolism of elements of 
nature. The hands are positioned as a butterfly with tattoos on the hands forming the butterflies' 
patterned wings. Butterflies are a symbol of transformation, as to become a butterfly they have to 
undergo the several stages of metamorphosis. Humans undergo their own transformations inside 
and outwards, which may not be as noticeable as butterflies, but it is just as important. Butterflies 

are also a symbol of hope along with the growth of flowers in her hair and the colours radiating off of 
the elements of nature to give her some hope there is a brighter side after the transformation or new 
beginning, as sometimes it can be met with anxiety beforehand. Ladybugs are also a metamorphic 

animal that resemble good luck and protection throughout the transformation."
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Connect with us
Customer Service Centres are open  
from 8am to 5pm Monday to Friday:

	� Broadmeadows (Council Offices)
	 1079 Pascoe Vale Road

	� Craigieburn
	 75–95 Central Park Avenue

	� Sunbury
	 40 Macedon Street 

  	PO Box 119, Dallas VIC 3047

  	9205 2200 

  	contactus@hume.vic.gov.au 

  	hume.vic.gov.au

HumeCityCouncil

Stay informed:

Arabic | العربية

For language support visit 
hume.vic.gov.au/translate or call  
9205 2200 to speak to our team.

Language support




