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Front cover design 
Look out for freedom in Lockdown 
Maryam Zuhair (Age 15) 
Penola Catholic College



  2

Acknowledgment of traditional 
custodians 
Hume City Council recognises the rich Aboriginal 
heritage within the municipality and acknowledges 
the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung, which includes the 
Gunung-Willam-Balluk clan, as the Traditional 
Custodians of this land. Council embraces 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander living cultures 
as a vital part of Australia’s identity and recognises, 
celebrates, and pays respect to the existing family 
members of the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung and to 
Elders past, present and future.

Acknowledgment of contribution to Young People’s 
Stories of Resilience and Creativity: A Hume 
Anthology 2022. 

Council would like to thank all the young people 
who contributed their amazing artwork, poems, and 
stories to this year’s anthology. 

This year’s anthology would not be possible without 
the support of our local primary and secondary 
schools including:

• Aitken College
• Greenvale Secondary College
• Gladstone Park Secondary
• Hume Anglican Grammar
• Kolbe Catholic College
• Kangan TAFE Institute
• Penola Catholic College
• Salesian College
• St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
• Sunbury Downs College

We would also like to thank all of the parents/carers 
for supporting your young people in their creative 
endeavours.
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I am delighted to launch the inaugural Hume Youth Anthology 
2022. The works in this anthology serve as an inspiration to us all, 
and we thank all the parents, carers and schools who supported 
their young people this year to showcase their artworks; and most 
of all thank the young people that submitted their work in 2022.  

Young people were invited to submit a 
drawing, poem, short story, comic, painting, or 
photograph that reflected their experiences, 
hopes, and challenges over the COVID 
pandemic encompassing the theme of 
resilience and creativity. 

The creative pieces in this anthology are 
testimony to the resilience that young people 
have shown over the past two years. They 
showcase their hopes, passions and challenges 
over this time, highlighting the varied ways that 
young people coped with the challenges of the 
last two years. 

Young People's Stories of Resilience and 
Creativity: A Hume Anthology was inspired by 
the voices and ideas of Hume young people 
during consultations in 2021 to inform the 
development of the Connect & Thrive: A Plan  
for Young People in Hume 2022-2026. 

Young people, families and the community 
highlighted the need for young people’s 
achievements to be recognised and celebrated. 
In addition, young people voiced the need for 
us to recognise that they are the experts in 

their own lives and have the contemporary, 
real-world knowledge and experience of issues 
and opportunities impacting them and their 
communities. 

This anthology project will be delivered annually 
and will provide a unique opportunity for young 
people aged 6 to 24 years to showcase their 
amazing talents and creativity. 

Enjoy this anthology, and thank you to everyone 
who contributed.

 
 

Cr Joseph Haweil 
Mayor of Hume City

Mayor’s 
Message 
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Picture for resilience

Antonio Marcus (Age 5), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
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No Superheroes Look Alike (drawing & short story)

Karlos Marcus (Age 9), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
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End of War

Monica Salama (poem) (Age 11), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College



  7

Hope

Noah Iskander (Age 7), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College   
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Patricia’s Story (story)

Patricia Saloumi (Age 10), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
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Spring (Haiku Poem)

Ryan Yousifany (Age 9), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
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Covid 19

Covid 19
stuck to the screen
turning to a teen

Not much information because I’m learning from a
screen!

From the top wearing school uniform
From the bottom wearing pyjama JEANS

By all means school ain’t no fun anymore
It’s just a learning machine!

After school I take a nap
Then I have a dream

that my face is glued to a screen!

Covid 19 (Poem)

Thomas Soliman (Age 12), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
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Netflix

It’s as addicting as smoking
My popcorn leaves me choking

My mouth is worn out
But I do not doubt

It’s as exciting as a gender reveal
If I’m sad, it leaves me healed
It’s so funny, I laugh so hard

I cannot be bothered to play in the yard

It has a lot of jump scares
But I try to stay prepared

It’s very comforting when I lay in bed
I obviously don’t think of my future ahead

As interesting as a non fiction book

But it still leaves me shook
It’s as Adventurous as a mountain hike

Obviously I do not dislike

Hours and hours I enjoyed
I then realised I'm unemployed

But I do not regret
Even though I am in debt

Watching Netflix everyday
Even on Christmas day

Nonstop jokes and scary scenes
I will not stop by all means

New movies every week
Yay, yay, yay I shriek

The pixels of the movie, playing in my head
Everyone thinking I'm a bonehead

1 month subscription
Worth it since

It‘s such an addiction
:)

-Thomas Soliman

Netflix (Poem)

Thomas Soliman (Age 12), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
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B&W Portraits

Abigail Yacoub (Age 14), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
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Electric Thoughts

Alexandria Rosewall-Davison (Age 15), Sunbury Downs College
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Untitled

Aliyah Ball (Age 16), Sunbury
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The Six Candles

Anagha Cheeroth (Age 16), Hume Anglican Grammar
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Face in Lockdown

 Arshpreet Kaur (Age 14), Hume Anglican Grammar
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Changing through the Seasons

Berra Akyildiz (Age 13), Greenvale Secondary College
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The power of Positivity (left), Vegito Breaking Limit (right) 

Bilal Al Mansoury (Age 13), Greenvale Secondary College  
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Untitled

Chantal Elfranji (Age 13), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
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Mixed Emotions

Eliz Atik (Age 13), Greenvale Secondary College
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Mixed Emotions

Eliz Atik (Age 13), Greenvale Secondary College
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Mixed Emotions

Eliz Atik (Age 13), Greenvale Secondary College
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It is better to give than to receive

 Emmy Abdo (Age 16), St Mary’s Coptic Orthodox College
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Green Love 

 Isabell Bilous (Age 17), Aitken College
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Overall Control 

 Isabell Bilous (Age 17), Aitken College
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The Beauty Suit

Jia-Zhen Lu (Age 13), Sunbury Downs College
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MTN Dew

Laksh Sehgal (Age 15), Kolbe Catholic College
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Light and Dark

Leyla Saylik (Age 12), Greenvale Secondary College
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Lost and Found

Leyla Saylik (Age 12), Greenvale Secondary College
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The Forest (Poem)

Louis Harrison (Age 18), Hume Anglican Grammar

The forest is thick with vines today, 
Dark shadows dance and tease the light, 
Dewy residue sits on wax-coated leaves. 
The further you trek, the deeper you go, 
The trees whisper to one another, 
Deep, airy sighs to each other, 
In a language spoken by no others, 
For they know to others they owe nothing. 
The grass saps life from the soles of wandering feet, 
While the rough bark from the tree grazes the touch 
Sharpening the sword blade, flint, and steel. 
There is twilight in the space of in-between, 
As sprites and spirits exist in pure delight, 
Fae and foe find ways to pick and choose, 
While howls does the wind throw. 
Mushrooms sprout in the dank darkness, 
Forbidden and invincible in a special light. 
The forest is dark with secrets today, 
Storm clouds brew offshore over the sea cliffs, 
Jagged teeth bare and gnash at stragglers, 
Threatening to swallow and chew. 
Pollen and plant litter lines the beds of decay, 
As the dead grow older and in somewhat a way - 
weary. 
The wafts of demise remind of violability. 
The forest is grey and gloomy today. 
Full of enigmas untold and bound to silence, 
Promises unbroken, yet corroded to the chain 
Like long forgotten, abandoned treasure, 
But we forgot to stop the clock. 
There are thorns and thistles that stand a guard, 
Arms honed and nerves settled to fight. 
The forest anticipates war today. 
Flames lick and lap at the heels of fate, 
As despair seeps through the root system 
And overthrows the stronghold of forest trees. 
Floods of wavering doubt unease the strong-willed, 
Those of strong roots and ossified bones crumble, 
While the prevailing lower and bend a knee, 
The forest is conquered before the fight is began, 
It is fought in a way not forefelt before, 
But it will pick itself up again. 
It will rebuild its systems, 
Reroute its cradles and reinvent the groundworks. 

Muscle memory teaches and refuses to forget, 
While the memories that neglect  
Finds ways to creep into the rings of the solid oak, 
The forest sleeps tonight. 
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Spring Has Arrived

Maeve Hogan (Age 13), Hume Anglican Grammar
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Untitled

Malak Kodsi (Age 12), Gladstone Park Secondary College
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Natural flowers (top), Fuzzy Cricket Pitch (middle), Mushroom Land (bottom)

Mankaran Singh (Age 13), Hume Anglican Grammar
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Look out for Freedom in Lockdown 

Maryam Zuhair (Age 15), Penola Catholic College
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Steps of Resilience 

Maryam Zuhair (Age 15), Penola Catholic College
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Golden Light in Darkness

Rihanna Hamra (Age 12), Greenvale Secondary College
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Change my State of Mind

Safir Rahman (Age 12), Greenvale Secondary College
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Change my State of Mind

Safir Rahman (Age 12), Greenvale Secondary College
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Untitled

Tharuki Rajapaksha (Age 18), Aitken College
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Weavings of the Wheel (Poem)

Theo Ziervogel (Age 14), Salesian College

Weavings of the Wheel:

Some people will only be in your life for a little bit, but they will teach you he most important things. Thins you 
never even thought about, but that person won’t be there forever. They may come and go, they may be your 
closet friend before you drift apart, or they may just become another person you pass in the hallway. You can’t 
chase after something always destined to fail, because in the end, the Wheel weaves as the Wheel wills.
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The beginning of a long Hobby

 Youhanna Tadros (Age 16), Delahey
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The beginning of a long Hobby

 Youhanna Tadros (Age 16), Delahey



  43

Photography

Mohammad Azeem Ibrahimi (Age 19), Kangan TAFE Institute
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Learn more at 
hume.vic.gov.au/youth

HumeLink
Multilingual telephone  

information service
Enquiries 9205 2200

For other languages...           9679 9824

9679 9815

9679 9809

9679 9816

9679 9817

9679 9818

9679 9819

9679 9820

9679 9821

9679 9822

9679 9823

Connect with us 

 Broadmeadows Youth Centre (Youth Central) 
 33-37 Pearcedale Parade, Broadmeadows 3047

 Roxburgh Park Youth Centre 
 75 Lakeside Drive, Roxburgh Park Victoria 3064

 Craigieburn Youth Centre 
 59 Craigieburn Road, Craigieburn Victoria 3064

 Sunbury Youth Centre 
 51-53 Evans Street, Sunbury Victoria 3429

 PO Box 119
 Dallas, VIC 3047

   9205 2556

   youth@hume.vic.gov.au 

   hume.vic.gov.au/youth




